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FACTS  ABOUT  SAN  FERNANDO  HOMESTEADS 


Department  of  Agriculture 
Farm  Security  Administration 


NAME  OF  PROJECT:  San  Fernando  Homesteads 

LOCATION:  Within  the  incorporated  limits  of  Los  Angeles,  about 

25  miles  northwest  of  the  city  hall  and  8  miles  from 
the  northern  industrial  area  of  Los  Angeles,  near 
the  town  of  Roseda. 

HISTORY  OF  THE  PROJECT:  Initiated  by  the  Subsistence  Homesteads  Division  of 

the  Department  of  the  Interior,  March  3,  1934,  San 
Fernando  Homesteads  was  transferred  to  the  Resettle- 
ment Administration  for  completion,  in  June,  1935 • 
Construction  work  was  finished  November  9,  1935. 

PURPOSE  OF  PROJECT:         San  Fernando  is  a  subsistence  homesteads  project  for 

low-income  families  employed  full  or  part  time  in  the 
industrial  and  commercial  establishments  of  Los  Angeles 
and  vicinity.    It  gives  the  residents  an  opportunity  to 
increase  their  real  income  by  producing  a  major  portion 
of  their  foodstuffs  at  home, 

PROJECT  DESCRIPTION:       The  project  site  is  a  tract  of  uniformly  level  land 

with  soil  of  light,  sandy  loam  that  does  not  need 
drainage  and  is  suitable  to  truck  gardening,  berries 
and  fruit  trees.    Approximately  3,5  acres  have  been 
set  aside  for  park  development  and  two  paved  roads 
have  been  constructed  within  the  project  limits. 
40  houses,  with  garages  with  storage  room  have  been 
constructed  on  fenced  lots  of  about  .7  acres  each. 
Each  home  has  a  small  vegetable  garden,  roughly  60 
by  fO  feet,  and  space  for  fruit  trees,  shrubbery,  and 
a  small  chicken  house.    Water  is  supplied  from  the  Los 
Angeles  water  system  and  cesspools  provide  for  sewage 
disposal.    Gas  and  electricity  have  been  furnished  by 
private  utilities  and  telephone  service  is  available. 

HOUSE  DESCRIPTION:  The  houses  are  of  one-story  frame  construction  without 

basements.    They  are  furnished  with  inside  toilets  and 
bath.    They  have  been  constructed  in  different  sizes  to 
meet  varying  family  needs;  there  are  five  houses  of  three 
rooms,  33  of  four  rooms  and  two  of  five  rooms. 


[OMESTEADERS :    Only  5%  of  the  family  heads  at  San  Fernando  were  born  in 
California,  while  7C$  came  from  25  different  states  and 
efo  came  originally  from  foreign  countries.    Although  their 
birthplaces  were  widely  scattered,  all  those  selected  for 
occupancy  were  residing  in  Los  Angeles  County  at  the  time 
they  applied  for  their  homesteads.    All  the  male  heads  of 
families  are  American  citizens.    The  San  Fernando  Homesteads 
project  was  planned  with  the  proximity  of  the  motion  picture 
studios  and  airplane  factories  in  mind,  and  in  these  two 
industries  a  total  of  16  men  were  employed.    Of  the  remainder, 
18  men  work  in  various  trades,  services,  and  building  con- 
struction.   All  the  men  possessed  a  versatile  employment 
background,  with  all  but  one  having  experience  in  one  or 
more  occupations.    Many  of  them  held  positions  of  responsi- 
bility at  higher  pay.    Seasonal  work  in  motion  picture  studios 
reduced  the  annual  income  of  many  occupants.    The  incomes 
of  the  San  Fernando  families  for  the  year  prior  to  applica- 
tion for  homesteads  ranged  from  $360  to  $2100  with  an  average 
of  $1154  per  family.    At  least  36  men  and  23  women  of  the 
San  Fernando  families  have  had  some  agricultural  training* 
In  11  families  the  husband  or  wife,  and  in  two  cases  both, 
had  been  reared  on  farms •    About  one-half  the  total  number 
of  residents  had  general  farm  experience  and  a  familiarity  with 
poultry  raising.    During  the  year  prior  to  application,  14 
families  attempted  house  gardening  on  a  part  of  the  land 
surrounding  their  dwellings. 
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